TCHS English 4 Syllabus
Ms. Ransdell
Traci.ransdell@fayette.kyschools.us
(859) 381-3620 ext. 1219                                      http://tchsransdell.weebly.com
Welcome to Senior English!  My goal for you this year is to give you the opportunity to become a better speaker, writer, and listener.  We will read some great books, learn how to communicate effectively to each other and learn to listen to others’ ideas that might be different from our own.  My personal goal for this class is to give you 110% every day; I expect no less from each of you!
· Class Goals

· Enhance students’ writing skills and learn to assess their writing.
· Improve reading skills by reading a variety of classic and contemporary literature.
· Apply critical thinking skills to all reading, writing, and speaking accomplished in this class.
· Become effective communicators – written and oral,

· Class Rules

· Be prepared – Bring materials to class every day.
· Be on time and bring required materials to class.

· Be respectful to others.
· Use your manners – Raise your hand, talk in turn, push in your chair when you leave.
· Participate in class discussions – You will earn many points this way throughout the year.

· Grading
	Grading / Grade Scale

	Summative Assessments (35%) include formal papers, presentations, projects, & tests.
Formative Assessments  (50% ) include homework, quizzes, and daily work
End of Course Assessment / final exam (15%)




A

92-100

B

83-91

C

74-82

D

65-73

F

64 and below


· Class Materials
For this class you will need to bring the following with you every day:

1. Pen/Pencil

2. Paper
3. 2 pocket folder

4. Any material (novel or book) that is needed for class.

5. Flashdrive

6. Homework if necessary. 
****While it is not mandatory for student to purchase their own copies of our novels, I highly recommend it.  We will use specific page references, make specific notations, and highlight passages when necessary.  Having your own copy of the text will make these things possible for students.  

This year we will read:

Bleachers by Jon Kraukauer

The Bean Trees  by Barbara Kingsolver
The Things They Carried by Tim O’brien

Hamlet by William Shakespeare (No Fear Shakespeare)

A Lesson Before Dying by Ernest J. Gaines

. 
Bell Ringer/ ACT PRACTICE
Most days when you arrive in class, you will have an assignment- either an admit slip based on the homework or objective of the day, a writing prompt or an “ACT question of the day.” 
Classroom  Procedures
Entering and Exiting the room

· As you enter the class, take time to sharpen pencils.  When the tardy bell rings, you should begin getting your notebook. 

· Because we will be using a variety of books and materials during each class, you will need to help put away books at the end of each activity.

· I will dismiss you to pack materials when we are finished.  You should remain working until you are told to do otherwise.
Tardy Policy

Students who are tardy to class are to go straight to class – no longer to SAFE – where the teacher marks him/her tardy.  The exception being 1st block.  If you are tardy to first block, go to the tardy table in the front hall way. 

Absences and Make-Up Work

· If you foresee an absence, please let me know in advance so I can get your assignments together.   
· If you have been given prior notice of a test or project due date and miss the class before, you are still expected to take the test when you return the next class.  

· As school policy states, for every EXCUSED absence, you will have your returning day, plus an additional day to return your make up work without penalty. 
· It is YOUR responsibility complete any missed work. You may check the calendar or see my website. 
· All missed assignments will be entered in the gradebook as 0% until they are made up.  This is our school policy. 
When your make-up work is ready to turn in, you should do the following:

· Put it in the box / basket labeled MAKE-UP WORK.

· Be sure the date / assignment date and your name are on the front page.

· DO NOT lay any make-up work on my desk.  Make-up work will be graded every Friday, so allow a few days for your grade to post.

· Any assignment with NO NAME will be placed in the “no name” basket for 2 weeks then discarded.  
Late Work
Students will be able to turn in late work from an excused absence during the time frame of the unit that it’s being taught and the student cannot earn more than half credit.  This policy does not apply to unexcused absences, in which case the student earns a zero with no chance to make it up. 

Assignments
Daily assignments will be collected at the end of each class or placed in a designated basket. Any major assignments will be collected individually by me. 

 Work will be returned to students once weekly. Remember to keep all of your graded assignments in your notebook as references. 



CALENDAR

Located on the wall in my class, you will find an “Assignment Calendar.”  I will write the assignments every day on this calendar.  Your job is to check it as soon as you return from an absence.  I will not remind you.  It is your responsibility.  
Hall Passes
· I understand that there will be times when you need to go to the restroom or get a drink of water. To leave my room for any reason, you MUST have a hall pass. Only one person can be out of the room at a time. However, there are certain times when hall passes are not allowed, such as during the 10-10 (ten minutes after the bell, ten minutes before the bell). Hall passes are also not allowed during times when I am instructing the class or during any group presentations. Please do not ask to leave the room during these times. 

Electronics

Headphones, cell phones, IPODS, calculators, or any electronic device unrelated to this class will not be tolerated during class. Please keep all phones off during class hours. Any violations in this will be handled by the administration and can result in your device being confiscated for 5 school days!
· BLOCK  SCHEDULE

Each of you has a copy of the block schedule days.  In case of snow days or unexpected days off, we will remain on that schedule.  In other words, the A/B rotation does not change from your Block Schedule Calendar.

· SEE ME

I am available every morning before school and most days after school.  My planning periods is A4 and B4.  Any time you have a question or concern about your grade, don’t hesitate to come see me.  Don’t wait until the end of the grading period to worry about a missing assignment – it’s TOO LATE by then.  

· FOLLOW ME

For assignment updates and important dates, please join our class TWITTER – TraciRansdell@TCSeniorEnglish.  For those of you who follow – you get a FREE HOMEWORK PASS for this semester. 
REMIND – I will use an app this year called REMIND that will allow me to send you texts for reminders.  It is a mass group text, but you will not be able to reply. If you have a cell phone, this is a great opportunity for you to get direct reminders about assignments and important events.  
WEBSITE – http://tchsransdell.weebly.com.  This year I will try to make all handouts and class assignments available via my new website.  
August 2014
Dear Parents/Guardians:
I would like to welcome you, as well as your child, to my class. I hope this year will be a great one for all of us.  I am beginning my 29th year of teaching and still get excited about the beginning of another school year.  

Since today was the first day of class, I reviewed the class expectations and policies with all my students so they are aware of what I expect in this class.

Please read the attached class expectations and policies that I have given to your child.   Each student is to read this at home with parents and return the signed letter to me next class period.  To ensure that the lines of communication are open, please keep this syllabus throughout the year.  Although this form may seem tedious, it is truly the most specific and purposeful way I can clearly identify what I expect from your student. These procedures are designed to make the classroom environment a place where your child feels safe and can effectively learn.

I strongly believe that parents have a major influence on the academic success of their children, and I hope that we will work together to ensure your child reaches his or her potential.  I am always available for conferencing by appointment and am always willing to discuss your child’s progress.  I can be reached by email at traci.ransdell@fayette.kyschools.us or by phone at 859-381-3620 ext. 1219.  My planning period is B4(1:45-3:15) and A3(11:30-1:40).

Thank you for your time.  I am looking forward to a great year ahead!!

Sincerely,

Traci Ransdell
TCHS English Department

Yearbook Advisor
NOTE:  Please tear off the last page of this syllabus and return next class period.  You will earn one “HOMEWORK PASS.”
Syllabus

Student Name _______________________________________

BLOCK ______________________

I, __________________________________ (Student) have read and understand the class expectations, policies, and procedures expected of me.

I, __________________________________ (Parent) have read and understand the class expectations, policies, and procedures expected of my child.

______________________________________________________ (Student Signature)
______________________________________________________(Parent Signature)

As a parent, if you would like to be on the class email list or included in our REMIND texts please leave your email and cell phone below. 
Email: _________________________________________________________________________________
Cell phone:  (1) ___________________________________________  (2) ____________________________________
